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122 Book Reviews 

has given a conservative text, following the codd. Medicei in a number of 
places where the other editors have departed from them. He has intro- 
duced but three conjectures of his own, including a change in the 
punctuation of 1. 53. 

John C. Rolfe 



On the Social Standing of Freedmen as Indicated in the Latin 
Writers, preceded by a discussion of the use and meaning of 
the words libertus and libertinus. By John Jackson 
Cbumley. Parti. Johns Hopkins Dissertation, Baltimore : 
privately printed, 1906, Pp. 1-43. 

The purpose of Dr. Crumley's dissertation is stated by him to be " to 
collect the materials on which may be founded a historical survey of the 
social standing of the Roman freedmen." The present part gives the data 
gathered apparently in full from Plautus to Suetonius and excerpted 
from the important later writings, including the law-codes. Inscriptions 
are not taken into account. Although the evidence they might give 
would very likely have agreed in the main with that drawn from literary 
sources, it is to be regretted that they were not employed; — in studies of 
this sort no distinction can be made between literature and inscriptions. 
Certainly if the study of the social standing of freedmen — the subject 
announced in the main title, but only touched on in the first half -page — is 
ever undertaken, it will have to be based primarily on epigraphical sources. 

After brief discussions of the suffixes -to and -ino which add nothing 
to our knowledge, Crumley quotes a large number of passages in which 
libertus and libertinus are used, supplementing his quotations in full by 
lists of passages in which the words appear, and comes to the conclusion 
that libertus always means 'one who has been freed from slavery,' and 
that its use to indicate 'relationship to patron,' given in the lexica, is 
merely an attendant circumstance; libertinus is always an adjective 
denoting 'one who is reckoned in the rank, the class, the category of 
liberti; and that in a single passage of Suetonius which has unduly 
influenced even modern writers, libertini is restricted to ' the free-born 
sons of liberti.' This is an interesting lexigraphical result. The study 
might well have occupied, under its proper title, a dozen pages in a 
journal. But the question arises whether we may not demand of our 
candidates for the doctorate results a little more weighty and significant. 
The writer of the present dissertation has shown great industry in gather- 
ing his material, but mere industry, commendable as it is, cannot be rated 
very high. A few significant contributions whereby our knowledge of 
the social position of the Roman freedman could be made more exact, 
would be worth many pages of confirmatory references. 

Clifford Herschel Moore 
Harvard University 



